
tions are presented to the trainees, 
such as navigating through city traffic 
in Detroit, visits to restaurants and 
other establishments, and nighttime 
situations. Trainers conduct surveil-
lance on the trainees and often attempt 
to put them into "surprise situations", 
like facing an aggressive driver. 

The dogs are literally "at work" while 
their harness is on, and are not to act 
like pets. Begging for table scraps, 
seeking affection, and numerous other 
distractions are discouraged. After all, 
the owner's life is at stake if the dog 
loses focus or concentration while guid-
ing his or her owner. But once the har-
ness comes off, Layla and dogs like her 
are normal pets, playful and eager to 
love and be loved. 

The facilities in Rochester have been 
dramatically upgraded since Roger's 
first visit some fifteen years ago. Train-
ees are welcomed with leather furni-
ture, private dorm rooms, a laundry 
room, a dog grooming room, and a big-
screen TV in a lounge area. Top-notch 
vets are on-site with facilities to see to 
the dogs' health. 

Mr. Weiss is now retired from a 23 year 
career with Verizon. He teaches pho-
tography to school students on a part 
time basis, and also indulges in an avid 
amateur photogra-
phy hobby. He is 
able to do so be-
cause his blindness 
is not total. 
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Upcoming Events: 
 
♦ Dinner Meeting, 

Thursday May 5th, 
7pm, Williamsons 
 

♦ Dinner Meeting, 
Thursday May 19th, 
7pm, Williamsons 
 

♦ Air Show, Blue Angels, 
May 27th-29th 
(Memorial Day 
Weekend) — 
Major Fundraiser! 
 

♦ Horsham Day, 
Saturday June 4th 
Major Fundraiser! 
 

♦ Scholarships Award 
Night, Thurs June 9th 
7pm, Williamsons 
 

♦ Eye Screenings, 
Saturday June 11th 
 

♦ Golf Outing, Tuesday 
July 5th 

Did You Know? 
♦ Massachusetts  

Puritans passed Amer-
ica’s first law against 
gambling in 1638. 

♦ Winds can reach 
1,100mph around  
Saturn’s equator. 

Leader Dog Guest Speaker 
At our April 
7th meeting 
we were 
pleased to 
host Mr. 
Roger Weiss 
as our guest 
speaker. 
Roger was 
accompa-
nied by his 
wife Floss 
and his new 
Leader Dog 
named 
Layla.  

Roger 
started los-
ing his eye-
sight to 
macular de-
generation 
in the 
1980's. 
Layla is his 
second 

Leader Dog. He made the trip to the 
Leader Dog headquarters in Rochester, 
Michigan this past winter to receive 
Layla and go through training with her. 

Roger told us many details about the 
facilities in Rochester, the training pro-
gram, and the dedicated staff, as well 
as the emotional journey that accompa-
nied his visit. First-time Leader Dog re-
cipients go through a 25 day training 
program. Repeat Leader Dog visitors 
like Roger go through a shorter training 
program of 20 days. 

During training, the dogs bond with 
their new owners.  Real-world situa- 
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Leader Dog, continued 
The facilities, trainers, and the dogs are all available 
only with the support of donations, specifically from 
the Lions Clubs in our communities. Roger and Layla 
are real-world examples of our fundraising and dedi-
cation at work, and the satisfaction of a "job well 
done" was definitely expressed at our meeting.  

We can only do these things with the help of volun-
teers, and we can only put volunteers to use if they 
present themselves. We encourage anyone inter-
ested in learning more or participating to come visit 
us, contact us, come see how you can fit in. 

Visit www.LeaderDog.org to learn all about the 
Leader Dog program.  

May Birthdays: 

Bill Whiteside, 13th 
Sam Braccia, 17th 
John Bill, 24th 

 

Monthly  
Brain 

Teaser! 

Last Month’s  
Answer: 
You went north. If you 
stand on the South 
Pole, the only place 
you can go is North. 

Angela was born on 
December 27th, yet 
her birthday is always 
in the summer.   
How can this be?   

The Horsham Lions have been 
asked by St. Catherine’s School 
to come and conduct eye 
screenings on their behalf.   

To fulfill this request, Lion Wil-
liam Smith from the Willow 
Grove Lions came to brief us in 
the procedure. 

He brought the materials we will 
need to perform the screenings, 
including the specialized camera 
which takes photos of the chil-
dren's’ eyes. 

The screenings are scheduled to 
take place on Saturday June 11th.  We need several Lions 
on hand to do this, so if you can come and help out, 
please do so!   More details to come, stay tuned! 

Eye Screenings 

Scholarships Coming! 
It’s that time of year again!  This time every year the Hor-
sham Lions Club gives out one or more scholarships to 
local community-minded students. 

We’ve already received several dozen applications from 
students in the Hatboro-Horsham High School.  The 
Scholarship Committee has already begun carefully  
reviewing the applications. 

Selections will be made during the week of May 2nd, and 
the scholarships will be awarded at a dinner banquet held 
on the night of Thursday, June 9th. 

Starting this year, we intend to 
offer one of the scholarships as 
the “Max Hankin Memorial Schol-
arship”, to recognize the part 
that Mr. Hankin and his wife 
Janet have played in supporting 
the Horsham Lions Club. 

Fundraisers 
If it seems like we’re harping on these 
fundraisers and on participation, WE 
ARE!  The money we so willingly give 
out to help our local neighbors does 
not grow on trees.  And these fundrais-
ers do not run themselves.  If you miss 
a few meetings, that can be forgiven.  
But your presence is most deeply missed at the fundrais-
ers!  Here’s a recap of what we have going on this Sum-
mer: 

♦ Air Show Parking—Memorial Day Weekend,  
Saturday May 28th and Sunday May 29th 

♦ Horsham Day—Saturday June 4th 

♦ Golf Outing—Tuesday July 5th 

♦ Ross Gallery Art Auction—Still being planned in 
conjunction with other clubs 
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District Governor Visit, Multi-Club Meeting 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
At our April 21st meeting we were pleased to be host 
to not only three other Lions clubs (Glenside, Abing-
ton, Jenkintown), but also District 14-R Governor 
Donna M. Law. 

Lion Donna has been both a Lion and a Lioness.  She 
received the Melvin Jones award in March 2004.  Her 
rapid rise to District Governor has been well de-
served.  She looks back on her year as governor with 
pride and satisfaction, and has accumulated many 
ideas during the year which she will now be able to 
carry out once her successor becomes governor. 

In addition to her message to our clubs, Ms. Law had 
several accolades to hand out that night: 

♦ The Pennsylvania College of Optometry Campus 
now has a Lions Club of its own, sponsored by 
the Jenkintown club, with Ms. Law overseeing the 
process and lending support. 

♦ Glenside Lion Robert Jenkins was recognized for 
50 years of service to Lions. 

♦ Glenside Lion Bernie Super was recognized for 45 
years of service to Lions. 

 

♦ Glenside Lion George Barnhart was recognized for 
30 years of service to Lions.  Mr. Barnhart was 
also given the “Life Member” award. 

♦ Pennsylvania State Representative Josh Shapiro 
(pictured with sponsor Tom Moore) was inducted 
as a new member to the Glenside Lions. 

Ms. Law then spoke about her theme this year, 
“Teamwork plus Participation equals Success”.  The 
simple message is often forgotten.  We were re-
minded to recall our many successes in order to boost 
morale and to encourage a positive outlook for the 
future. 

Regardless of the district’s “transitional” label, we are 
still the only district with membership growth, and we 
are always #1 or #2 in the world for donations.  So 
despite the membership count being 300 below the 
recommended 1,250, we still excel and prove our 
worth and our dedication.  Our worldwide recognition 
is proof enough of that, and doing more with fewer 
people should be praised. 

Other district accomplishments include sponsoring a 
new Leo club, and working on sponsoring two addi-
tional Leo clubs.  Ms. Law encouraged us to focus on 
these Leos, because they are the Lions’ future. 

Lastly, we were reminded what the Lion logo means.  
The two lions are not just decorative.  One faces the 
past with pride of accomplishment.  The other faces 
the future with enthusiasm and sense of purpose. 


